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25 January 1967 


SUBJECT: 


McNamara 1 s 
Vietnam 


Statement on Civilian Casualties in North 


tw/viii 


1 . This morning I was called by ^^Hand shown a 

sen? WhiCh ^ ecretar y McNamara apparently intended to pre- 

sent at his hearings before the Russell Committee today. This Zler 

lem eSS Se e s 2 t ra ^ ionalization of the civilian casualty ^ob- 

preiar^ fS Se ? ^ largely ° n the Special memorandum 

prepared ior the President on 15 January. 

give oir reason Called \° T the DDI ' S office this afternoon to 

problems 1 +L™ PapSr * P ° inted ° Ut that Presentation 

organized ^ PGr ^ obviousl y hastily written and poorly 

SS, " Were several Problems with the paper. It over- 

oS 2 faX°wMch f f Ct ! ° f + ? e R ° lling Thunder Program and had 
rner iauits which make it rather vulnerable. The major fault is 

pScJe ZT/TXX* ° f W Which is fa“ too 

precise and was derived by lifting out of context figures from our 

dL^rr^r?^ a he paper contains a gross miscalculation used to 
^rel to the TverT I ^ casaaltles ~ p Per 23 sorties com- 

SrtSSLto c ft?r eE r r 7 questiou ° f casua htxss in zr 7 

particular 1 y, citing only part of the figures announced by the North 

ftoel 7 afa?a 7 TTtoc ^ ^ well-hno™ IT 

xreeiy available to the press. Finally we noted that if our estimates 
of casualties become available to the people who have this Lefdnf 
pap e r, the techniques used to minimize the casualty problem will he 

TTZTll TZTZT er and “ ke the 

then Xpl 

ce7to MS ZT-TTTTTT XT TTT oM3 


25X1 A 
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